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Learning standards for activities on page 16: interpreting charts, understanding the benefits of a free enterprise system

Business Section Savvy

The Business section of the newspaper helps

people learn what they need to know about

business and industry. It contains articles

about companies in your area and around

the country.There is also news about the

economy to help people plan how to use

their money.

Stock Smarts
Many people invest money in the stock market

and they check the stock listings online to see

how their investments are doing. If you can read a

chart like this one, you also will be able to read other

charts with important information, such as train or

bus schedules.

The key to reading a chart is understanding how it is organized. Look

first at the top, bottom and sides of the columns and rows. That’s where

you will often find out the information contained in each column or

row. A key along with the stock listings that tells the reader how to get

information from the listings.

Look at one such key on the left. Read one explanation at a time.

Make sure you know what each column means. After reading all of 

the explanations, answer these questions about the stocks on the listing

shown above. Which one gained the most? Which, lost the most? 

What was the year’s high of the BWAY stock? How much does 

one share of Baldor cost now? Go online at http://www.nyse.com

or http://www.nasdaq.com to find more information about the 

stock market.
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