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In the Classified section of the newspaper,
you will find lots of information that
can help you build life skills.
People pay the newspaper to
run ads that they write when

they want something. They

may want to sell or buy

an object, or they may be
looking for help and are
offering jobs.

When you read a Classified ad,
you learn something of value. Reading

those ads is a skill you can really use.

Because the ads cost money to run, with the
price usually based on how long the ad is, most people
write short ads that take up the smallest possible
amount of space. Often, they use abbreviations, mean-
ing that they shorten or abbreviate words by not using
all the letters. Usually they leave out the vowels and
assume that the reader will be able to guess what the
word is anyway. The ads are easy to read if you can
understand the abbreviations.

Cracking the Code

On the next page is a Help Wanted ad that
might be placed by someone looking for a per-
son to do a job. People who are looking for
jobs read the Help Wanted ads to find the job
that is right for them. The abbreviations are
almost like a code. When you read an ad,
you’re really figuring out the code so that
you can understand the message. The key
to cracking the code is knowing what
kinds of things people want in a job. If you know
what people are looking for, it will be easier for you to
understand each word in the ad.
People want either full-time or part-time work. (Usually, full-time
means 40 hours each week and part-time means anything less.) They
might want to work in a job they have had some experience in. They

might want to know how much vacation they will get (meaning the will need to know how much education is needed for the job and
number of days when they don’t have to come to work but will still what some of the work is like. Finally, they have to know how to
be paid) and what the benefits (such as health insurance) are. They answer the ad and apply for the job.

Learning standards for activities on pages 4&5: using a variety of word identity strategies, analyzing how people make a living, composing original texts, using writing processes



