NEWSPAPERS HEL? FAMILIES
SHARE KNOWLEDGE MW Gip

A Messase From Sharon Darling, Presdent ad Founder, NaTodl Center or Family UTeraay

hen parents and children play, read and talk together, they
form an important learning bond that lasts a lifetime. Parents
who share their knowledge, especially of how language and
literacy work, guide children along the path to success.

Your newspaper is a tremendous meeting ground for minds, a

place to find information that's interesting and important to
your family, and a source of unlimited opportunities to practice reading
and language skills.

But not every family is equipped to take advantage of this resource. Many
parents struggle with basic literacy tasks, and their children, in turn,
struggle to keep up in school. When adults have trouble filling out a job
application, reading a note from their child’s teacher or following written
instructions from a doctor, a family’s finances, well-being and health are
threatened.

llliteracy is not an individual problem. It affects our neighborhoods, our
schools, our states and our nation. It is a multigenerational challenge that
needs a multigenerational solution.

Addressing the literacy needs of the entire family is a powerful community
strategy for raising educational levels, improving workforce skills and
breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty.

WHAT'S IN A WORDP

Having fun with words is a great way to involve your whole family in an activity. Using the
words below, see how many other words each family member can make. Award a point for
each new word found: two points for any word that's two syllables; five points for any word
that’'s more than two syllables. Younger children can receive a point for finding articles (a, an,
the), and two points for any other words they find. Treat the whole family to a favorite meal
or a special outing as a reward after the game.
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2007 NAA FOUNDATION LITERACY DAY TABLOID

The NAA Foundation strives to develop engaged and literate
citizens in our diverse society through investment in and support
of programs designed to enhance student achievement through
newspaper readership and appreciation of the First Amendment.
The Foundation’s programs and products emphasize the use of
newspapers and other media by young people. Foundation
support is concentrated in three primary focus areas: Newspaper
In Education, youth content and student newspapers.
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Articles in the 2007 Literacy Day Tabloid come from the National
Center for Family Literacy (www.famlit.org), a nonprofit organization
recognized as the leader in family literacy development. Jonathan
Johannemann of Kinnelon, N.J.,, created the tabloid cover and its
theme, “Newspapers Give People Knowledge and Guidance.”

Through family literacy, parents and children can turn stumbling blocks
into stepping stones.

[ encourage the parents who read and use this 2007 Literacy Day Tabloid
to think about the knowledge and guidance you share not only with your
children, but also with others in your community. Learn about the impact
that low literacy rates have on your community. Consider volunteering at
a local program or school, or work with your community leaders to start
a literacy initiative.

Children, I encourage you to think
about how you can help
your friends with
homework or read to
a younger sibling or
neighbors.

With a little knowl-
edge and guidance,
we can all make a
difference in rais-
ing literacy
achievement.
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