A YEAR OF LITERACY

Every month has something to celebrate. Love history? There are months for that. Want to know more about ice cream? There’s a month for that,
too. Why not turn these observances into family literacy celebrations? Here are fun activities to do with your child throughout the year.

JANUARY

Nenw Yeor's Day:
Traditionally, we make
resolutions at the start of a new
year. Make a resolution based on
something you read in the paper.

NaToal  Soup  WpaTh: Ask your
child his favorite soup. Talk about
the different ingredients. And, of
course, make sure you heat up a
bowl of alphabet soup.

Wirnie The Poon Da/t On Jan. 18,
find a photo of an animal in the

paper.

FEBRUARY
Black ¥sTory MpAT: Look in the
paper to find an event in your com-
munity focusing on this.

OnVren's DeAtal
Fedmn MpATa: Look
through the paper
for foods that are
not bad for your
children’s teeth.

Qespons’.b\e, Par O\vwrers Mpathae
Check the paper for a column by a
veterinarian.

MARCH

Dr Seuss Bvday: Fox in Sox,
Horton the Elephant, Cat in the Hat
and Marvin K. Mooney — who can
resist these guys? On March 2,
choose your favorite from the
library.

NaTonal Nbode VoAt Check the
food section and find a recipe with
noodles.

NaTonal NG Ton  Mpatia: Look
through the supermarket ads in the
paper. Can you find the ingredients
for a nutritious dinner?

APRIL

NaTond  Garden  MpaTa: Read
through the home and garden
section of your paper. What are the
ads for?

NaTonal ?oe,‘\'r\, MoATwe Visit the
library and check out some poetry
books to read with your child.

NaTonal Frog  MpaTa: Who knew
there is so much to learn about
frogs?

Y\ae.p Arerica PeadlTi€ll MoaTha
Look in the newspaper for organiza-
tions sponsoring clean-up activities
or start one of your own.

NiAY

NaTonol PosTeard \Week: During the
first week of May, buy a postcard
about your city or state, write a note
with your child and mail it to a
family member or friend.

NaTonal  PaT \Wkek: Take some
time the first week of May to learn
more about your dog, cat, fish or
other pet.

NaTonal ?\nys\ca\ Fress

and SporTs MpAaTh: /

Look for tips in your
newspaper about
keeping fit and
healthy.

JUNE

o and RAagoriom  Mpate If
there’'s a zoo or aquarium nearby,
plan a family outing. Check the
paper for special events.

and Stripes. Look in the
newspaper for celebrations
in your area on or around
June 14.

NaTonal Dainy WAtz With your
child, go through the newspaper
and cut out every dairy product you

</
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NB&Tonal Piere Mpath:  Use the
weather forecast in the newspaper
to pick a bright, sunny day for a
family picnic.

NaTonal  Recrealion oAl Look
for photos in the newspaper of peo-
ple enjoying recreational activities
such as hiking, biking, tennis and
more.

Wependence Doyt Why is the
Fourth of July important? Find a list
of events in the newspaper’'s week-

end or community section.

AuGust

Look in your newspaper’s
weekend or arts section for
an article on an art exhibit or
openings of art gallery shows.

NaTonal WaTennelon Day: On Aug.
3, celebrate one of nature’s biggest
fruits by eating a watermelon.

NaTona Peadn MpaTia: Check your
newspaper for a farm where you can
pick your own peaches. Not in your
area? Then find a peach in a super-
market ad.

SEPTEMBER

Canrd Skjn—vp MoATia:
Take your child to the local library to
get a library card.

child has a library card,
help him select a new
book to read this month.

Bdoy Sakely MpAta: Find tips in
the newspaper or on the Internet

about how to make your home safe
for young children.
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0CTOBER
NaTonal Pizza MpATa: Find some-
thing in the paper that goes in or on
a pizza.

Columous Day: Take a family trip to
the library to see what you can dis-
cover.

C.ompv’Ter Leowwwj MopAThe What
types of jobs use computers? (Hint:
Check the classified ads in the news-

paper.)

NOVEMBER
Good NGWTon  Mpath: Use the
newspaper to create a food pyra-
mid, cutting out pictures of grains,
vegetables, fruits, dairy products
and meat/beans.

Latn Amecican YoaT: Encourage
your child to look for newspaper
articles about Latin American
countries.

Peandl BaTTer Lovers MpaTia: So
much to learn about peanut butter
... so little time.

DECEMBER
Wrte To a Friend Moatha:
Encourage your child to
write a letter to a

friend or relative. g2

Bl o€ RgATs Day: On Dec. 15,
talk to your child about the first 10
amendments of the u.s.
Constitution.

FrsT Doy o€ WhATer: Invite your
child to write a poem or story
about her favorite part of winter or
encourage her to draw a wintry
scene.

NEWSPAPERS Give
Knowledge and Guidance



