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Look for a photo in the local section of a person or place your child will
recognize. “Look, there is our grocery store. Why do you think a picture of
our grocery store is in the paper?” Give your child time to respond, then
ask more questions to extend your conversation and your child’s learning.
“Who are these people in the photo? Do you remember the time we went
to the grocery store and there was no milk? What other stores are nearby?”
Then, read the photo caption or the article and talk about why the photo
is in the newspaper. If the store is changing in some way - being
remodeled or expanded or closed - talk about how that will change your
routine. Connecting learning to children’s everyday experiences helps
them understand that print has meaning.

Often, the local section includes a chart or graph that displays information,
such as your community’'s economic growth, unemployment rates or
approval ratings of candidates in a political race. These graphic represen-
tations offer a new opportunity to talk with your child about what's
happening in your area. Ask first if your child knows what the graph is
intended to show and what kind of graph it is - bar, line or circle? Ask ques-
tions that require her to interpret the information presented in the graph.
What is being measured, and is it increasing or decreasing? Interpreting
data is a great way to develop problem-solving skills that your child can use
in school and throughout life.

Check out the community calendar with your child to find out what special
events are currently taking place. Even young children can share in the
community’s excitement about a new birth at the zoo or a victory parade
for a local team just back from a tournament. Ask your child to write these
special events on your family calendar. Staying informed about your
community’s events helps children practice their reading skills and
encourages them to stay connected to the things happening around them.

When parents read and talk with their children about the important
happenings occurring in the world and in the community, they are not only
fostering literacy and learning, but also a sense of being a caring, informed
citizen. The world and local news sections of the newspaper can start your
child on a journey that will last a lifetime.
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