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ol w5 word you don’t know.What do you do? Here are a cou-
ple of ways to take on a new word and make it your
friend.

I . Look again. Look at each letter carefully, and you may realize that
it is a word you know — or know part of.

2. Read the sentence and see how the word is used to see whether you can guess
what it means by the rest of the sentence. This is called using the context.

3. Check to see whether the word has a prefix, that is, whether it’s a word part
attached to the beginning of a word.“Un-" attached to the beginning of the word
“happy,” for example, makes the word “unhappy.’ If you take off the prefix you might
be able to recognize the word.

4. Check to see whether the word has a suffix, that is,
whether it’s a word part attached to the end of a word.“-ness” attached to
the word “happy,” for example, makes “happiness” (the “y” is changed to an “i” when the suffix
is added). If you take the suffix off, you might be able to recognize the word.

5. See whether you can detect the stem or root word. In the word “endearing,” for example, if you took off the
prefix “en-" and the suffix “-ing,” you'd be left with the word “dear” Then you might be able to guess what the word
“endearing” means (something that is “dear” or “lovable”).

6. Finally, if you can't figure a word out on your own, remember, that’s why you have a dictionary.
Try To Remember

There are some easy ways to help yourself remember things you need to know.

Memory Aids

Let’s say you have to remember some facts for a test. One thing you can do is write down each fact and underline the first letter in each one.
Then take the letters and form them into a real or silly word or sentence that you can remember. For example, let’s say you need to remember
the names and the order of the planets from the Sun — Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Nleptune.You could use the sen-
tence “Monty’s Very Enormous Mouse Just Sat Upon Nancy,” using the first letter of the name of each planet.

Or, you could make up a song to a tune you know really well. Think about it, how do you often recall the letters of the alphabet song? Don’t
you sing it in your head? Well, tunes are a great way to recall facts. Say you use the tune to “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” You could write lyrics
to help you remember the planet order, and the tune will be your guide. So the song might go something like this:

Twinkle twinkle Mercury,
. Venus and Earth come next you see.

* Mars and Jupiter are up there, too.
* * * Saturn and Uranus also twinkle for you.
Neptune’s the last and mighty fine,

* Now you’ve got all the planets in line!



