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Correct tipping requires that you use 
math, and it’s easy once you get the 
hang of it. Here goes:

1. � Tip at least 15% of your  
bill — 20% for really good  
service.

2. � First figure 10%. That’s  
moving the decimal one place to 
the left: 10% of $15 is $1.50, 
10% of $9.50 is $.95, 10% of 
$21 is $2.10, etc.

3. � Make absolutely certain that you 
understand #2.

4. � To get 15%, take 10%, halve it, 
and add that half to the original 
10% amount: 10% of a $15.00 
bill is $1.50. Half of that is $.75. 
Add $1.50 and $.75. The tip is 
$2.25.

5. � For a 20% tip, take 10% and  
double it. That’s it.

�Q Look in the eEDITION for restaurants that list prices in 
their advertisements. “Order” a meal, calculate the tip, 

and add the tip to the price of the meal. What’s your total? How 
big would the tip be if everyone in your group ordered that same meal? 
Compare your answers.

In a restaurant, customers give their waiter or waitress a tip—  
usually 15% to 20% of the bill — as a thankyou for good service. 
We’re not talking about fast-food restaurants; tipping applies to 
sit-down restaurants where a server brings your meal to the 
table. You should know how to tip in case you’re paying the bill 
for a meal or in case you ever work as a server.
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$6.50	 ___________	_____________

$97.00	 ___________	_____________

$33.92	 ___________	_____________

$40.40	 ___________	_____________

Smart shoppers compare food prices between stores and between  different 
brands at the same store. One brand of refried beans might cost more than another 
brand, but if it contains more beans, you’ll have to use math to compare the two 
prices. Once you know the cost per ounce, you’ll know which beans are a better 
bargain.

Some stores print the cost per ounce (or cost per unit) beside the price. That 
makes comparison shopping easier!

To find the best bargain at a 
grocery store, you must com-
pare equal amounts of an 
item, whether it’s hamburger 
buns or breakfast cereal. To 
calculate the cost per unit, 
take the price and divide it by 
the number of pieces (buns) 
or ounces (cereal). Then com-
pare it to the cost per unit of 
another brand.

�Q Your assignment is to use newspaper 
ads to shop for a lunch. Decide on the 
menu and the amount of food, and 
then find the price by reading ads. 
When everyone is finished, decide who 
spent the most, who spent the least, and 
who got the best bargains.

�Q Find ads for two or more grocery 
stores in the Wednesday or Sunday  
eEDITION. Compare prices between 
stores and write a special ad for the 
store with the lowest prices.


