12 MATHRULES THANKS TO OUR SPEIRS FR $SPPEATNG NESPAPER IN EIDATON

YOU VE EVER SEEN THE 7ALL 3TREET TRADING PI
RANTICALLY YELL h"UY v OR h3ELL v YOU SHOUL
sppck market in peace by reading the Herald-Leader.
ter every day of wild buying and selling, the newspaper calmly and
quietly lists the prices for hundreds of stocks. Each price listed is for one
share — one tiny part-ownership — of a company.
You can put math to work for you to keep track of the stock market as
well as other money matters.

Use Math on
Wall Street and
Your Street

Your Personal StocK Report

Every day, the eEDITION carries detailed reports of market trading from the
day before. It has been that way since 1815, when the New York City
newspapers began carrying stock tables.

Most newspapers give instructions for reading the stock tables, and the type
of information varies from paper to paper. Here’s what an entry in a stock table
might look like for the previous day'’s trading:

52-week
High Low Stock  Div Yid% P/IE  Sales 100s  High Low Last Chg

56.87 4051  XYZ 92 17 16 34 52 55 5382 54 +.48

Work with your instructor to interpret the abbreviations and numbers then use
your Herald-Leader eEDITION to check on today’s stocks.

The Rise and Fall of Stocks

People who track stock prices want to know how a stock’s value changes
— up or down — and how much. They figure the percentage of change to
get a better idea of how big a change has happened. Even a small increase
or decrease can make a big difference to people who have invested thou -
sands — or even millions — of dollars.

Math R“leS! @% QWhat's up with fractions? Stock prices are \

reported in decimals, but up until a few years ago,
fractions were used. Is it easier to add and subtract fractions or deci -
mals? Turn to the stock tables and find closing prices for IBM, Coca-

To find the percent change of a stock’s price;sub
tract the old price from the new, then take the dif
ference and divide it by the old humber. Multiply

the quotient by 100 for the percent Change_ For COla, HeinZ, and Wal-Mart, along with the "Change.” Convert the
example, if a stock that is worth $12 a share toda decimals to fractions — to the nearest 16th — and express the prices
was worth $10 a share last week: Subtract the ol in the old format. As a group, discuss how such a major change in

f[;?\;?dteh?hgec;,ivf:felrgr;cleob; t2he old number: quoting stock prices would affect Wall Street traders and companies.

2+10=.2 \_ _J
Multiply the quotient by 100 (convert the decimal
to a percentage)20%




