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The Feeling is Mutual

There are two ways to invest in the stock market: You can pick out stocks you
think will increase in value, or you can pay an expert to do it for you.

People who don’t have the knowledge, time, or courage to go it alone invest
in mutual funds. These funds are a collection of stocks lumped together by the
fund’s manager and sold as a single investment. Each share of a mutual fund is
made up of dozens of companies’ stocks. If one company has a bad year, there
might be other companies in the fund having a good year. You can still lose
money if it's a bad year in general, but your risk is spread out over many stocks.

MATH RULE4Z

One Basket!

( E ZCTIVITY '

Create your own mutual fund. From the lists of

stocks in the business section, choose the compa -
nies you believe will have a good year. Your fund can include makers of

the best mp3 player, the tastiest cheeseburger, and the coolest car. Or, if

you think every shoe company will make money, make a shoe fund. Be

sure to make up a catchy name for your fund. Discuss the reasons

behind your picks with the rest of the group.
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Keep Current with Currency

America is a great country, but chances are, you'll leave it at some time — vacation, military service, wrong turn in Wisconsin, etc.
If you're planning to visit a foreign country, you can use the eEDITION to get a feel for the money that's used there. You'll get more
bang for your vacation buck if you know what you're spending.

Look in the business or financial section of your paper and find the foreign exchange listings. You'll see two columns of numbers:
one lists what a U.S. dollar is worth in each currency and the other lists how much of each currency one U.S. dollar can buy, like this:

Country (currency) Foreign currency in dollars Dollar in foreign currency

Britain (Pound) 2.0387 4905
Spain (Euros) 1.4624 .6838

(EZCTIVITIES ' QDivide into groups; Each group will adopt a country and
its currency. Using the foreign exchange listings here or in

the Herald-Leader, convert prices of items advertised in the newspaper: food, cars,
houses, eye exams, etc. To further understand prices in different countries, search
the Internet or look in travel guides to get an idea of costs for meals and hotels.

QIf you have an old newspaper, each group can calculate the percentage
change in its foreign currency from one year ago. Record your findings on the
board, and as a group, discuss which country became cheaper for Americans to
visit, and which became more expensive.

country old value current value % change (use + or -)
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Math Rules!

To convert U.S. dollars into foreign
currency: Dollars x Other Country’s
Rate.

If you're going to London with $200 to
spend, multiply 200 by .4905 to get
about 98 pounds.

To convert foreign currency into U.S.
dollars: Other Country’s Money x The
Dollar Rate.

Say you're in Madrid and a souvenir
plastic bullfight sword costs 15 Euros.
To convert it to U.S. dollars, multiply it
by 1.4624. It costs $21.94.



