
	 ThaNKs tO Our SPONsOrs FOr SuPPOrtING NeWsPaPer IN EDuCatION	 MATH RULES 7

Another place 
you’ll sometimes 

see negative numbers is in the weather 
section. Check yesterday’s highest and 
lowest temperatures in the United 
States and calculate the range.

-4     -3     -2     -1     0     1     2     3     4

When you work with positive and 
negative numbers, a number line 
helps you visualize the process. 
Numbers to the right of zero are 
always greater than numbers to the 
left (1 > -100).

We use Arabic numerals that were devised in, well, Arabia and migrated to Europe through 
Spain. Prior to this system of numbers, folks used Roman numerals. We might still be using that sys -
tem, but Roman numerals lack a zero, and as the saying goes, “Everybody wants something for 
nothing.”

The use of Roman numerals lasted through the year 1000 A.D. They are still used today on diplo -
mas, most movie and TV show credits, and every Super Bowl. If you want to know when something 
was filmed or which Super Bowl you’re watching, it pays to know 
your Roman numerals. 

The first Super Bowl was played in 1967 (MCMLXVII), and subse -
quent Super Bowls were assigned Roman numerals: Super Bowl II, 
Super Bowl III, etc.

Using Roman numerals, give the Super Bowl number for the fol -
lowing years, and then write the year in Roman numerals, as in the 
example:

Arabic numeral year      Roman numeral year     Super Bowl 

	 2000	      MM            XXXIV

	 2001

	 2008

	 2143

	 2366

	 2432

You probably won’t find Roman numerals in the 
newspaper, so make your own. Cut out a big ad for 

a department store. Above each price listed in the ad, write the amount in 
Roman numerals. Next, turn to the classified ads and find the big telephone 
number at the top of the page. Write it as a Roman numeral with a dash 
between every number. Make up a symbol for zero. As a group, discuss 
other problems with using Roman numerals today.

Here are the letters used in Roman 
numerals and the numbers they stand 
for:
		  M = 1,000
		  C = 100
		  L = 50		
		  X = 10
		  V = 5
		  I = 1
The letters line up large to small, left to 
right, and you add them up: LXXV = 
50+10+10+5 = 75. If a letter is out of 
order – such as a C in front of an M – 
subtract it from the larger number to the 
right: CM = 900, XL = 40, IV = 4.

If you follow golf in the paper, you’ll find that players routinely  
score negative and positive numbers, like this:
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Before you feel sorry for the guys with negative scores,  
you should know that in golf, minus is better. It means  
the golfer takes fewer strokes to get the ball in the  
hole. What we’d call 0, golfers call “even” or “par.”  
A golfer’s goal is to score below par in negative  
numbers. After 18 holes, whoever has the most  
minuses — the lowest score — wins! 

Look in your eEDITION for a golf scorecard, or use  
the one above and answer the following questions:

�� 	 What is the range of scores for all the golfers? _____ 

�� 	 By each name, list the number of strokes by  
which he or she trails the leader. 

�� 	 If this is the first round of a tournament, and  
everyone repeated his or her score in the  
second round, what would the range be? ______


