
8  MATH RULES	 ThaNKs tO Our SPONsOrs FOr SuPPOrtING NeWsPaPer IN EDuCatION

Have you ever wondered how experts make predictions about weather, sporting events, elec -
tions, and the economy? Often, “expert” predictions are only logical guesses based on informa -
tion that is available to anybody. 
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the time when conditions were like this, it rained.” 

�9�O�U���C�A�N���L�E�A�R�N���H�O�W���T�O���T�R�A�C�K���I�N�F�O�R�M�A�T�I�O�N���U�S�I�N�G���T�H�E���N�E�W�S�P�A�P�E�R�����*�U�S�T���U�S�E���T�H�E���G�R�A�P�H�S���O�N���T�H�E�S�E���T�W�O��
�P�A�G�E�S���T�O���T�R�A�C�K���F�O�U�R���S�E�T�S���O�F���D�A�T�A���F�O�R���T�H�E���N�E�X�T���������D�A�Y�S�����T�W�O���W�E�E�K�S���O�F���S�C�H�O�O�L���D�A�Y�S�	�����!�L�O�N�G���T�H�E���W�A�Y�����Y�O�U��
�C�A�N���R�E�A�D���M�O�R�E���A�B�O�U�T���T�H�E�S�E���T�O�P�I�C�S�����)�T���S���A���G�O�O�D���W�A�Y���T�O���P�R�A�C�T�I�C�E���U�S�I�N�G���Y�E�S�T�E�R�D�A�Y���S���E�V�E�N�T�S���F�O�R���P�R�E�D�I�C�T�I�N�G��
tomorrow’s news.

Pick a company’s stock that is 
listed in the eEDITION and write its 

symbol beside the graph. Each day, 
calculate the percentage change in 

the stock’s price from the previous trad -
ing day, and plot it on the graph. Read 

newspaper articles about the company or 
its industry. At the end of 10 days, calculate 

the percentage change for the two-week 
period, and record it beside the stock’s sym -

bol. Can you guess the price of this stock in 
one month? One year?
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Although a picture can tell a thousand words in a newspaper, 
an article usually accompanies it. News photographs enhance 
a story and make the newspaper 
more readable. For 10 days, track 
the number of news photographs 
that appear in the eEDITION. 
Don’t count those little “mug 
shots,” ads, or graphics (maps and 
drawings). You can make a sepa -
rate line graph to record the num -
ber of pictures with people in 
them. At the end of 10 days, aver -
age the number of pictures fea -
tured daily. Can you make a pre -
diction for Day 11?
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