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A reason to celebrate e-Mentoring

It doesn’t take face time to be a good mentor. The middle
schoolers in
That's the guiding principle a group of Eastern Kentucky University the mentoring
students followed in a mentoring program that connects them with program were
young people they have never seen. from Leestown
in Lexington,
The mentors discussed college life and career opportunities with Wolfe County
eighth-grade students at five middle schools across the state using and Clay County
Blackboard, a Web-based education tool that lets participants post middle schools,
questions and responses online. Two Rivers

Middle School in
The mentors and middle-schoolers met in person for the firsttime this ~ Covington, and

past spring at EKU, where they had lunch and heard a motivational Mayfield Middle
speaker. The younder students had known their mentors only by their School in Graves
initials during the program. County. In April, Knott County Central High School in Hindman did a

mini-mentoring program for ninth-graders.

This is the second year for the mentoring project, sponsored by GEAR

UP Kentucky. Paige Young, an EKU senior and GEAR UP mentor, said the experience is
an example of why she wants to be a teacher.

“It's important to begin discussion about college in middle school

because that’s when most students decide whether to continue their “My outlook on teaching is if | can just make a difference in one child’s
education after high school,” said Carol Gabbard, grant manager in the life, it will fulfill what | feel on the inside,” she said.

EKU College of Education. Many of the students’ worries centered on the

cost of college as well as what it’s like to live on a college campus and By Ashlee Clark, reporter for The Herald-Leader. Article originally

how hard the work will be. posted on www.Kentucky.com, April 21, 2008.

WKU gets three cheers for donating computers

As a host institution within the GEAR UP Kentucky grant, Western
Kentucky University is on the ball! Thanks to personnel within
the Academic Technology Department of the College of Health
and Human Services, nine computers were recently
donated to GEAR UP. The computers will be used in the
College Access Centers at Butler County Middle and
High Schools, Green County Middle and High Schools,
Metcalfe County Middle and High Schools, and

Monroe County High School.

Guest columnists wanted [

National

The donation process was administered by Lucy Juett, GEAR UP project
associate, South Central Kentucky Area Health Education Center,
Western Kentucky University.

Thank you, WKU, for helping GEAR UP students stay ahead
through technology. Hip, Hip, Hooray! Hip, Hip, Hooray! Hip,
Hip, Hooray!

GEAR UP students, parents, and teachers! We want you to be a guest columnist in a future issue of the
GEAR UP Gazette!
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Hispanic
about a GEAR UP activity, experience, or lesson that impacted you. What does GEAR UP mean in your H eritage M onth

school? How has it prepared you or someone you know for life in and after high school?

You can submit various forms of written expression, including poems, news stories, letters, etc. Tell us

Work with a teacher or your GEAR UP site coordinator to make your submission, which should be no
more than 150 words. With your submission: Did you know National Hispanic

Heritage Month is celebrated each

Students include: Parents include: Teachers include:
year between September 15 and
Your name Your name Your name October 152 D hool h
Your school name Name of your child’s school Your school name c.o. ér - Uoes yourschoothave
What grade you're in What grade your child is in What grade and/or subject you teach | activities planned to help celebrate?
What about your neighborhood or
Send all submissions to: city? Check in the newspaper to see

how your community is exploring
Jevonda Keith, GEAR UP Kentucky; ATTN: GUEST COLUMNISTS; Council on Postsecondary Education;

Hispanic heritage this month!
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320; Frankfort, KY 40601; E-mail Jevonda.Keith@ky.gov
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Submissions will be published as space allows.
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GEAR UP Kentucky is a U.S. Department of Education grant administered by the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education.



