APRIL ISSUE

College Madness at Newport Middle

By Adam Wise
Teacher
Newport Middle School

Eighth-grade students at Newport Middle
School recently participated in College
Madness Week sponsored by the GEAR
UP Kentucky program. The purpose of the
week was to encourage interest in college
and to have students make a connection
with an area college. Student teams

were formed, and the students worked
together to create bulletin boards and to
research their respective colleges.

The language arts classes, with Mrs.
Brown and Mr. Wise, chose Morehead
State University featuring the Morehead
State mascot, “Beaker” the Eagle, and
streamers on the ceiling. The math
classes, with Mrs. Antony and Mr. Knecht,
chose Northern Kentucky University, and
their visual presentation included the
Norse “monster.” The science classes,

with Mrs. Gurren and Mr. Brown,

chose the University of Louisville. These
students featured the Louisville Cardinal
and lined the entrance with red and black
streamers.

Finally, the social studies classes, with
Mr. Atkins and Mrs. Stegeman, chose
Thomas More College; their visual
presentation included a Saints banner,
the “Saints” logo taped to the floor, and a
football video of the Thomas More Saints
featuring Mr. Atkins.

Judging was done by Ms. Lange, Ms.
Wagner, and Mr. Baker. The winning team
was the team of Mrs. Stegeman and Mr.
Atkins with the Thomas More Saints!

All of the students gave great effort and
learned a lot from the experience, and
their hard work and energy were
appreciated.

GEAR UP Kentucky
provides college
awareness
activities to
students and
families in the
Newport
community and
will continue to
be a resource to
students as they
enter their
freshman year
at Newport High
School.

A Newport Middle School student poses
as Morehead State University’s mascot,
“Beaker” the Eagle.

Students participate in the Adopt a College hallway decorating
contest at Newport Middle School.

Students gear up for Financial Literacy Month

It's April! That means it’s National
Financial Literacy Month. NFLM is
recognized in the United States in an
effort to highlight the importance of
financial literacy and teach Americans
how to establish and maintain healthy
financial habits.

Just so you know — financial literacy is
the ability to understand finance. How
much do you know about finance? Do
you manage your money or just spend it
as soon as you earn it? Is there help for
middle school students who want to be
money smart?
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You're in luck — the answer to that
question is, “YES!” GEAR UP has teamed
up with the National Endowment for
Finance Education (NEFE) to provide the
“Money Skills for Real Life” Web site,
which is filled with resources and
information just for middle school
students.

You wouldn’t ride a bike without first
learning how, right? The same should

hold true for money. Why not learn how
to earn, save, and spend money wisely
now while you're just beginning to earn it?

To learn before you earn, visit: http://
gearup-moneyskills.org/ and select
“Middle school students.” Sections
include “Living Within Your Means,”
“Types of Bank Accounts,” and “The
College Payoff.”

To learn more about NEFE, visit http://
www.nefe.org/.
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GEAR UP Kentucky is a U.S. Department of Education grant administered by the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education.



