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Another curtain call for GEAR UP! And the
crowd — or should | say students — go wild!
On January 16, two groups of GEAR UP
students went to Louisville to take a college
tour and experience a few of the places that
make Louisville a unique place.

Madison Southern High School students went
to Bellarmine University, a private college
in Louisville. As a Madison Central High
School student, | went on a tour of the
University of Louisville. Growing up in
this area of Kentucky, our parents

tend to ingrain a sense of dislike for
Louisville, as most of them are

University of Kentucky sports fans.

So, as you can imagine, | was a little

wary of the school at first. But the

people there were so welcoming

and helpful, by the time we left |

had decided | would definitely

fill out an application for

U of L as a senior.

The Clock Tower at the University of
Louisville was one of many sights
enjoyed by GEAR UP students from
Madison County during their field
trip to Louisville.

Following our great college tours, Madison
Southern students went to the Louisville
Slugger Museum and factory and the Kentucky

Derby Museum, while the

Madison Central students went

to the Louisville Science

Museum, a very hands-on

place that not only allows

people to learn about science,

but lets them interact with science using all
five senses.

For dinner, both groups went to The Old
Spaghetti Factory. But for the final stop on our
trip to Louisville, we had the opportunity to
see the Broadway musical Wicked, a beautiful
story which tells

the witch’s point

of view from The

Wizard of Oz.

“Wicked was a great experience. The music
was amazing, especially the horn and
percussion sections. The actress who played
the wicked witch was very believable,” said
Madison Southern sophomore Andy Brown.

Overall the trip was amazing. GEAR UP is
always coming up with great ideas to take us
to some great colleges and embark on once-
in-a-lifetime experiences. | know I learned

a lot and had a great time. So, thank you to
all the GEAR UP leaders out there who make
these amazing trips possible.

Making the most of high school

Take classes recommended for college preparation. Ask your counselor to help you select

the right ones.

Use testing information. Examine your scores and take extra courses or get tutoring

assistance for weaker academic areas.

Establish goals for each school year. Talk to your counselor about what you should be

doing considering your college and career plans.

Explore careers through research and experiences. Use a career counseling program and

do a job shadow or internship in careers you are interested in pursuing.
Surf the Internet for information on education and career planning.
Take a college entrance exam during your junior year.

Never stop learning. Education is a lifelong pursuit.
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Money tip: pay yourself first

At any age, the most important thing to
do with the money you earn is to pay

yourself first by putting as much away as

you can into savings. Some financial

advisers recommend saving between 10

and 17 percent of your income.

The best way to save money is through

direct deposit. The money goes to your
savings account before you get a chance

to spend it. Once you've accumulated a
considerable amount of savings, you might
want to consider putting some of it into

safe, short-term investments such as a
certificate of deposit (CD).
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