Eastern Kentucky students are Ready to Work

More than 300 people attended the sixth
annual Ready to Work Career Fair at
Hazard Community and Technical
College’s Lees College Campus on April 1.

Visitors were from the community, the
college, and from the following GEAR UP
Kentucky schools: Jackson City School,
Breathitt County Schools, and Buckhorn
School. Students from Riverside Christian
School, Mt. Carmel High School, Oakdale
High School, home schools, and the
Cadet Leadership and Education Program
also participated. Of the 32 vendors, nine
participated for the first time, noted Kim
Barnes, who coordinated the event.

For more information, phone Evelyn
Wood at (606) 487-3141 or e-mail Evelyn.
Wood®@kctcs.edu.

GEAR UP hosts e-Celebration

The word is getting out that the 2009 GEAR
UP e-Mentor-Mentee Celebration was a
wonderful success. Eastern Kentucky
University GEAR UP hosted middle and
high school students from Fayette, Knott,
Harlan, Powell, Clay, and Madison
Counties. About 200 people visited the
campus for a tour given by college student
mentors and attended a special
motivational presentation by best-selling
author Chad Foster (Teenagers Preparing
for the Real World and Financial Literacy
for Teens).

Grant Director Dr. Carol Gabbard said,
“The success of this day was attributed to
the collaboration of many individuals and
groups. A special thank you to EKU
Admissions, Dr. Jack Herlihy (Center for

Family Resource/Youth Centers

Wilson Johnson, a sophomore at Breathitt County High School, speaks with Keith Pray, left,
and Richard Vergne of the Federal Bureau of Prisons in Manchester.

help students get ahead

Why do things alone when there’s
someone ready and available to help?

Family Resource and Youth Services
Centers (FRYSCs) help students succeed
academically by removing nonacademic
barriers to learning. FRYSCs support
students and their families in areas such
as child care; literacy, health, and social
services; career exploration; summer and
part-time job development; and substance
abuse, family crisis, and mental health
counseling.

Currently, 820 centers serve 1,163 schools
with over 640,000 students across
Kentucky. Of the 820 centers, there are 420
family resource centers, 268 youth service
centers, and 132 combined centers. Each
center offers a unique blend of programs
and services determined by the needs of
the local population.

FRYSCs partner with community agencies
that provide vital programs, services, and
referrals for students and their families
in order to promote early learning and
successful transition to school, academic
achievement, well-being, graduation, and
transition into adult life.

FRYSCs have a strong, 18-year record of
success based on improved student
performance in class work, homework,
and peer relations. Also, parents report
they experience greater satisfaction and
involvement with the schools as a result
of assistance through their local FRYSC.

If your school has a FRYSC, be sure to tap
into all of the resources it has to offer!

For more information about the FRYSCs
in your area, call (502) 564-4986 or visit
http://chfs.ky.gov/dfrcvs/frysc/.

Confessions of
an e-Mentor

On Tuesday, April 14, | met face-to-face
for the first time 28 students whom | have
been mentoring this past year. | have
spent the last seven months getting to
know each of these students on both a
personal and academic level. | have
discovered their dreams for the future
and have helped them discover how to
make their dreams come true.

We have looked at different school
opportunities such as colleges,
universities, and trade schools, and we
have also explored the different majors
that are available for study. We didn’t
stop there, though. We also looked at how
to find and receive money for their college
careers.

| am very honored and pleased to have
been given the opportunity to work with
GEAR UP Kentucky and want to thank all
the parents and teachers who have
allowed their children/students to
participate in this mentoring program.

It has been so rewarding to be a part of
your children’s/students’ lives in order
to help them realize their future dreams.

For the students who participated in the
freshmen e-mentoring program this past
year, please pass this article on to your
parents and teachers!



