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Students attend Summer Academy

GEAR UP Summer Academy participants spent three fun-filled weeks on the EKU campus.
Pictured above are the smartest, most-talented participants. More Academy photos appear on
page 4.

Welcome back to GEAR UP!

The summer’s over, school is back in full swing, and we’d like to say, “Welcome back to
GEAR UP!”

GEAR UP is a federally funded program that encourages students to stay in school, study
hard, and take the right courses to go to college. GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early
Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs. The GEAR UP program is in
schools across the nation!

GEAR UP Kentucky works to help you do well in math, science, and language arts. As a
GEAR UP Kentucky student, you will continue to learn what college is all about and which
courses are the right courses to take to get ready for college.

GEAR UP Kentucky reaches out to parents, teachers, school personnel, and
administrators, too! As a GEAR UP Kentucky student, you are surrounded by people
wanting to help you graduate from high school, enroll, and do well in college. If you have
a question — ask. If you’re confused, don’t muddle through — find someone to show
you the light!

GEAR UP Kentucky is here for you. Approach this new school year with the attitude to
learn all you can about your future and SUCCEED!

GEAR UP Kentucky has been in place since 2000 and is administered by the Council on
Postsecondary Education.
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Congratulations to all who participated in
the 2009 GEAR UP Summer Academy held

June 14 — July 2 on the campus of Eastern

Kentucky University (EKU)!

Over this three-week period, the Summer
Academy featured:

classroom instruction in mathematics,
science, literacy, and financial
literacy.

college planning and guidance.

academic planning and skills
development.

career exploration and guidance.

test-taking and study skills
development.

personal development, including
leadership.

health and wellness activities.
college credit earned.

workshops for parents and guardians.

“The GEAR UP Summer Academy has been
a great experience. It has opened my eyes
to many new things. | am so ¢lad | came,”
Academy participant Samantha Bex said.

Participants in the Summer Academy were
chosen from a pool of applicants from
designated GEAR UP schools. All
participants were rising sophomores in
good standing at their high schools.

The Summer Academy participants
arrived on campus on June 14 and did not
leave until the last day! Students enjoyed
living in the campus dorms, eating
campus food, attending evening and
weekend learning and recreational
activities, as well as benefitting from

the Academy curriculum developed
especially for them. Many of the Academy
participants reported positive
experiences and learning opportunities.

Special acknowledgments go to the director,
Paige Young, and administrators, Dr. Carol
Gabbard, Carol Eicher, and Summer Copley.

The Summer Academy was supported with
funds awarded through the GEAR UP grant
to the Council on Postsecondary

Education and was presented in
cooperation with EKU.
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