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DO YOU
KNOW ABE?

There’s more to Lincoln lore than

split rails and a stovepipe hat

The tall, lanky frame. The equally tall hat. The
craggy, bearded face. The whole “four score” thing. You
might think you know all there is to know about
Abraham Lincoln, but Kentucky’s favorite son still holds
some surprises.

Herald-Leader artist Chris Ware reveals some lesser-
known trivia about the Kentucky native, whose birth
is being celebrated with an event-packed agenda called
the National Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial
Commemoration, which begins today.

Known for his active mind, Lincoln was an
inventor. He is the only president to hold a U.S.
patent. In May 1849, he received a patent for a device

to help lift boats over shoals.

Centuries before the

live, televised cage

match, Lincoln found
enjoyment in wrestling.
It was his favorite sport.
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SECTION D

“What light through yonder window breaks ...”
Although known as a rough-hewn backwoods-

man, Lincoln had a passion for the works of
Shakespeare and could recite long passages from
memory.

Although he had

only one year of
formal education,
Lincoln received
honorary degrees
from Columbia and
Princeton.

The famous orator almost lost a
copy of one of his most important
speeches. He had given his oldest
son, Robert, the speech as
they traveled to Washington
for the inaugura-
tion. Robert, a
freshman at
Harvard,
temporarily lost
the suitcase
containing the

Lincoln served as postmaster in
New Salem, lI., in the 1830s.
During that time, he developed a
habit that would persist for years —
carrying letters in the
lining of his tall hat. He
kept his postal receipts
in an old blue sock
hidden in a wooden
chest. His salary
depended on the
amount of his
receipts.

speech. Jack and a dog named Jib.

Mary Todd Lincoln’s
relatives

initially

disapproved of

her relationship

with Abraham

so, for a while,

the couple

courted in

secret.

After it was discovered that Lincoln

wrote letters to a Springfield

newspaper poking fun at lllinois

Lincoln was the

tallest president,  disagreement escalated to the
standing 6 point that a duel was
feet, 4inches.  about to commence.

He also was the
first president

to sport a others ended
beard. His shoe  the quarrel
size? A without

Shagq-like 14. gunplay.
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